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INTRODUCTION 


The Biographic Register/CD is an intelligence service unit established 
to provide to authorized recipients in the intelligence community biographic 
information on all foreign scientific, technical, industrial, and economic 
personalities and the organizations with which they are associated. 

Biographic information has long been recognized as one of the major in- 
gredients in intelligence production. As such, it is an integral part of 
the function of each of the basic components which form the framework of the 
intelligence community; e.g., the Division of Biographic Information in the 
Department of State for political biographic intelligence; the research and 
production branches of the Defense Department , for military biographic intel- 
ligence; the World Trade Intelligence Section of the Department of Coeanerce, 
for commercial biographic intelligence, etc. The fact that the biographic 
aspect must be included directly or indirectly in most assessments of the 
capabilities, vulnerabilities, and intentions of foreign powers is the key 
to its importance. While it is easy to appreciate in general the value of 
the biographic program, its practical applications are not always so fully 
realized. Some of the more outstanding of these are: 

a. The identification of persons who are friendly or inimical 
to the interests of the United States, leading to the preparation 
of "white" or "black" lists to be used as guides in the applica- 
tion of economic sanctions, and in the conduct of intelligence op- 
erations; 

b. Preparation of comprehensive reports and studies on impor- 
tant individuals to be used by researchers in the interpretation 
of trends and events, in the prediction of probable courses of 
action, and in the conduct of official negotiations; 

c. Segregation of persons according to knowledge and capabili- 
ties for assessing the scientific and economic potentialities of 
countries and areas, as well as the rate of progress and significance 
of special efforts; e.g., the development of weapons; 

d. Collection of personal data to be used in the various aspects 
of psychological warfare. 

These uses are not theoretical, as has been proven repeatedly both in 
historical and current events. Throughout World War II, there was a con- 
tinuous need for information concerning the location and activities of 
German atomic scientists; the whereabouts of important military, political, 
and economic figures; the leadership and size of resistance groups; the 
identity of friendly persons in hostile areas who could be useful in the 
post-war period, etc. Similar needs exist today for information on German 
and Soviet scientists, on economic leaders, as well as on key individuals 
in Soviet-controlled areas for psychological warfare and other unconventional 
purposes . 
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BIOGRAPHIC REGISTER 

Office of Collection and Dissemination 


MISSION 


lo provide to authorized recipients in the 
intelligence community biographic information 
on all foreign scientific, technical, industrial, 
and economic personalities and tbe organizations 
with which they are associated. 
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ORGANIZATION 

Organized on an area basis to conform to the specialized aspects 
of its mission and to meet practical considerations involved in the 
processing of intelligence material in great bulk, it consists of a 
headquarters - the Office of the Chief; three analytical components - 
the Soviet Branch, the Non-Soviet Branch, and the Support Branch; 
and a service component - the Index Branch. 
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** A Soviet Branch, which is responsible for biographic and organi- 
zational intelligence collection, compilation, and production on the 
USSR and those areas which are either under Soviet control or politi- 
cally or linguistically aligned with the Soviet orbit, 

*• A Non-Soviet Branch, which is responsible for biographic and 
organizational intelligence collection, compilation, and production 
on the areas oriented towards the West or linguistically aligned with 
those areas. 

*** A Support Branch, which is responsible for the classification by 
category of biographic and organizational data as well as for coordina- 
tion and administration of those support functions which can best be 
handled centrally (i.e., publications, reference facilities, interna- 
tional organizations, etc.) 

**** An Index Branch, which is responsible for (1) maintenance of IBM 
machine records for category and multiple category selection and 
tabulation, (2) maintenance of dossier files for the area desks, (3) 
control and dissemination of intelligence and other materials routed 
to the Register, and <4) time ami attendance records, supplies, repro- 
duction, etc. 
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SERVICES 


For those categories of personalities for which it has responsi- 
bility*, the Register: 

a. Provides direct service to requesters of biographic 
information by experienced area analysts; 

b. Compiles written biographic reports on personalities 
and organizations; 

c. Produces machine listings of individuals by category 
or nailtiple category; 

d. Prepares, by intellofax reproduction, copies of 
"Who's Who" information cards; 

e. Publishes biographic research aids; 

f. Provides support to editorial boards for official 
form ami correct spelling of names, organizations., and 
locations; 

g. Briefs intelligence officials of the IAC in special 
or general biographic requirements. 


* The Register previously processed data and compiled reports 
on political, social and cultural personalities. As a result of a 
staff study by OIC which revealed a high degree of duplication in 
materials processed by £31 and State/BI, it was considered expedient 
to utilize the facilities of State/BI to service the needs of CIA 
for personality data in such categories. An agreement was signed 
whereby State/BI agreed to provide complete biographic service to 
CIA in return fo r budgeta ry support of I p ositions in State/BI, 
or approximately | [ yearly. Implementation of this agree- 

ment began in Jaiiuary ivtS, and, except for the Far Eastern area 
which is scheduled for transfer 1 July 1953, State/BI has fully 
assumed the biographic servicing responsibility as agreed. 
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The Register's files consist primarily of (1) dossiers, which 
contain the total accumulation of biographic data on individuals 
concerning whom there is extensive reporting; (2) McBee cards, con- 
taining brief biographic extracts on individuals concerning whom there 
is limited information; and (3) IBM machine-listed indexes of names to 
documents, used in instances where information is considered to be of 
limited or inconclusive intelligence interest. 

In order to make possible the machine selection of specific items 
of biographic data in single or multiple categories, extensive I at 
machine records are maintained in support of all the above-mentioned 
files. Also, for the purpose of furnishing biographic information of 
a "Who's Who" nature in single or multiple categories of individuals, 
there is a Who's Who card file in clear text representing all dossier 
and He Bee cases. 

In addition, the Register's holdings include numerous individual 
card files obtained from overt sources, originals or copies of cap- 
tured biographic records from various overseas areas, and a reference 
shelf containing an appreciable collection of biographic encyclo- 
pedias, "Who's Who" - type reference volumes, foreign language 
dictionaries, gazetteers, handbooks, university catalogues, etc. At 
present, ill is engaged in compiling a central bibliographic reference 
file covering Soviet and Satellite scientific and technical literature. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


* Revised edition due December 1953 

** Revision, to include organizations listed in the Directory, due 
December 1953 

Publication date: September 1953 
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Breakdown of requests by offices, 1952 
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